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	Labour Market Information

	Unemployment

	Claimant Count

Source: NOMIS
	· The seasonally adjusted claimant count in the South West for May 2010 has decreased, now standing at 82,300. This is down -2,500 on the previous month and down -12,000 on the figure for May 2009. 
· The monthly decrease of -2.9% compares with a national decrease of -2.1%.
· The unadjusted claimant count in the Region has seen a decrease this month of -6.0% and now stands at 83,751.


	Age and Duration

Source: NOMIS
	· 27.0% of JSA claimants are aged 18-24 (29.1% May 09)
· 55.0% of JSA claimants are aged 25-49 (52.7% May 09)
· 17.5% of JSA claimants are aged 50+ (17.5% May 09)
· 65.5% of JSA claimants are now claiming for less than 6 months, compared with 77.4% in May 2009. This is a numerical decrease of -19,850. 

· 34.5% of JSA claimants are now claiming for 6 months and over, compared with 22.6% in May 2009. This is a numerical increase of 6,985.
· 20.3% (or 16,910) have been claiming for 6-12 months.
· 12.7% (or 10,570) have been claiming for 1-2 years.
· 1.6% (or 1,310) have been claiming for over 2 years.


	Claimant Flows and Volumes

Source: NOMIS
	· New JSA claims averaged 4,289 per week in May 2010 compared with 4,827 in May 2009, a decrease of -11.1%.
· Claimant on-flows during the quarter March 2010 – May 2010 were -15.1% lower than for the same period last year. Nationally the decrease was -14.5%.
· Off flows increased by 14.3% in the quarter March 2010 – May 2010 when compared with the same period last year (National increase was 12.4%).

	Incapacity Benefit & Employment & Support Allowance (ESA)
Source: MISP

	· In May 2010 there were 74,414 IB claimants in the South West.
· This is a decrease of -0.7% on April 2010.
· Employment and Support Allowance (ESA) went live 27/10/08 and there are currently 33,588 SW claimants. 


	Income Support

Source: MISP
	· In May 2010, 125,977 customers in the South West were claiming Income Support.

· This is a decrease of -0.3% on April 2010 and a decrease of -5.9 on May 2009.


	Lone Parents

Source: MISP
 
	· There are currently 41,625 lone parents claiming benefits in the South West region.

· Lone parents account for 33.0% of all Income Support claimants.


	
	


	Vacancies and Employment

	Vacancies Notified

Source: NOMIS
	· There were 87,943 vacancies notified in the region during the quarter from March 2010 – May 2010.
· This compares with 68,293 for the same period last year, an increase of 28.8% (Nat 31.4%).


	Employment

Source: First Release
	· The employment rate for the South West stood at 75.2% for the period February 2010 – April 2010.
· The rate is down -0.1% on the previous quarter and also down -1.9% compared with the same period last year.

· The GB employment rate is currently 72.2% (A -0.1% change on the previous quarter and down -1.2% on the previous year).


	Recruitment Activity
Source: External Relations
	Recruitment Activity

· Over 5400 job gains were recorded during the period March – May 2010.

· This is an increase of 63% on the previous 3 month period

· Job gains were recorded in food processing, cosmetic manufacturing, financial services, retail and shopping centre

Development.



	Redundancies/Downturn
Source: External Relations
	Redundancies 

· March – May 2010 JCP was notified of5575 job losses. This is a decrease of  6% on the previous 3 month period

· Notified redundancies are down 33% compared to the same period last year.

·  Job losses in manufacturing make up 35% of total losses this month; with further loses in retail and admin also making an impact.




