News release: 30 asylum seekers claiming subsistence-only in South West
There are twice as many asylum seekers in Westminster as there are in the entire South West, according to new Home Office figures.

 

Statistics from April 2010 show a mere 30 asylum seekers (1% of the UK’s total) are claiming subsistence-only benefits of £35.52 a week in the region, fewer than many parts of London, Leeds, Manchester, Luton, Slough and Brighton.

 

And those claiming assistance with accommodation number only 630 in the South West – just 3.4% of the UK total*.

 

Speaking in the run-up to Refugee Week, Katie Pratt, Equality South West’s Deputy Chief Executive, has written to new home secretary Theresa May calling on her to let asylum seekers work.

 

She said: “Asylum seekers, who fled persecution in their own countries looking for a place of safety, are among the most vulnerable people in the UK. While they are here, they want to work, to support themselves and their families, to pay taxes and to contribute to the economy.

 

“In hard times society expects everyone to pull their weight where they can, yet asylum seekers are forced to live on hand-outs or sometimes nothing at all. We should give them the chance to work so that they can support themselves.”

 

ESW has also asked the Home Secretary to reconsider plans revealed today (Tuesday) to deport unaccompanied child asylum seekers from the UK to Afghanistan.

 

Katie Pratt said: “The government said everything it did would be governed by fairness, but what’s fair about sending a child to a war zone on their own?”

 

ends

 

* The figures are Bristol 190, Gloucester 95, Plymouth 225, South Gloucestershire 40, Swindon 85 (source: http://rds.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/pdfs10/immiq110.pdf)
 

Refugee Week is a UK-wide programme of arts, cultural and educational events that celebrate the contribution of refugees to the UK, and encourages a better understanding between communities. It takes places from 14 to 20 June. Details of events in the South West are available at 

 

www.refugeeweek.org.uk
 

Tim Lezard
Freelance writer and editor
07810 641 459

